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Just a reminder… 

Election for Arizona State 
Officers will be October 2018. If 
you’re interested submit your 
picture, bio, and which 
position you are interested in 
by July 15, 2018.  Submit the 
information to the following 
email address: 
jthompson@pmi.edu 
 
Thank you for being involved 
in the Arizona State AMT 
Society. 
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President’s Message 

Greetings Arizona AMT Members… 

OMG!!  Can you believe it is spring of 2018 already?  I don’t know about any of you, but I didn’t even see a 
winter season come through here at all! Hopefully, you have taken advantage of some of the awesome 
continuing education that the AMT has to offer.  Don’t forget to stay on top of your CME/CEU and pay those 
dues as well. Arizona membership continues to grow stronger every year, and we are currently sitting at just 
over 2500 members.  Make sure you log onto http://www.americanmedtech.org/ for all your customer 
service needs.  

We are now in our 79th year as a national certifying body for over nine Allied Health disciplines.  The AMT 
continues to offer one of the highest levels of quality healthcare workers in the world.  As current members, it 
is our job to educate ourselves and strive to continue the success that AMT offers.  As I have stated in past 
letters, we continue to see a large increase in Medical Assistants either returning to AMT for re-certification, 
or MAs that are actually taking the test for the first time using the “Work Experience” route.  So as always 
Arizona, please continue the great work in educating everyone involved the reason why that national 
certification is so important.  

With national certification comes the responsibility to make ourselves the best we can be.  Many of our past 
AMT members who worked so hard for their national credentials (mostly Medical Assistants) continue to allow 
their membership to lapse for various reasons.  Most of you know someone that has been, or can be, 
nationally certified through the AMT.  I challenge each member to encourage a past member to come back or 
to invite a new member to join us at our next AMT meeting in Flagstaff.  

We are so excited that for the first time in Arizona, we are hosting the AMT spring meeting on, April 28th, in 
the beautiful pines of Flagstaff, Arizona. See this web link for more details: 
http://www.americanmedtech.org/BeInvolved/StateSocieties/Arizona/MeetingsandEvents.aspx.   The 
assembly committee is excited about the new sessions and are fully committed to making the spring session 
the best it can be for our members. We have some really inspiring speakers lined up already.  We are building 
another great menu and finishing the details with Coconino Community College as we speak, and we truly 
believe that excellent programs will be presented for all certifications of AMT.  

Over the last four years serving as your president, I have had numerous members approach me about how 
they can become more involved in the state society. Well, here you go!  This year in October, we will be 
holding elections for all elected positions, and looking for new committee members to step up and take the 
helm.  This is a wonderful chance for you to get involved in your state society and continue the great successes 
of your previous officers and committee members.  The society needs members like you to take charge so we 
can continue to grow in the path that we have set.  If you are interested in running for any of the state office 
positions, please send your picture, bio, and which position you are interested in no later than June 15, 2018 
to  Jo Anne Thompson at  jthompson@pmi.edu.   
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The National Convention is in our Nation’s capital of Washington DC this year from July 1-5.  The resort that 
the national office has chosen is the Hyatt Regency Washington DC Capitol Hill.  There so much American 
history to check out in DC, so don’t miss the chance to attend. This year, Arizona has 30 delegate spots.  If you 
are interested, a member in good standing, and attended the last two state assembly meetings, please contact 
me ASAP at Jeffrey.wooley@cox.net.  In typical AMT fashion, this conference is sure to be a success and will 
offer a week of outstanding continuing education and networking opportunities.   

 Our next meeting will be held in October of 2018 (Location and date TBD).   

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Vice President Dustin Martinez or 
myself. 

Jeffrey Wooley, RMA (AMT) 

President, AZSSAMT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Photographer: Jarrod Schneider 
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Western District Councillor’s Message 

Spring 2018 
 

Another year has come and gone, it was a terrible year for fires and rain. The eastern side of United States was 

flooded, and the western side of United States was on fire.  I do hope that 2018 is a better year all around. It is 

now time for the February meeting of the National BOD and all of the District Councillors.  This meeting is 

always filled with information.   

 

 The National meeting will be in Washington D.C. this year July 1-5, 2018.  The format of the program 

will be the same as last year; all educational programs are at the beginning of week, leadership on 

Wednesday and the AMT business meeting at the end of week.  This year’s convention will start on 

Sunday and end on Thursday. Do not forget there are several workshops on Sunday. Annual Convention 

for 2019 will go back to the old way and be a weeklong. Washington D.C. will be very exciting since we 

will be there to watch the fireworks also. My hope is that many of you can attend Washington D.C.  It is a 

time to learn, do our business and reconnect with our AMT family.  

 Here is some information I would like to share with you: 

o Early bird registration form for Washington D.C. is online now. 

o The welcome party will be wine and cheese only from 7:00-8:00pm and dancing from 8:00-

10:00pm.   

o Be sure to track your CCP’s with AMTrax, about 10% of members are audited, don’t lose your 

membership by not tracking.  

o Reminder for your state meetings, you need to get all your scientific speakers pre-approved 

through Camille Murray at least 1-2 weeks prior to the meeting.  

o If you haven’t completed or updated your by-laws, please do so, they must go to Kim Cheuvront, 

Judiciary Chair, for approval prior to posting them on website. Once approved please send me a 

copy also. 

o Your state society publications are online so visit your state web page, there will only be 2 years 

worth from now on. 

o 2019 Annual Convention will be held in Great Lakes District.  

o In Washington D.C. look for a message on the board at the registration area to find where I can be 

located.  Please feel free to contact me if you would like to meet with me.  

 

This is the beginning of my third year as your District Councillor; it remains my privilege to serve you. 

  

Sheryl Rounsivill RMA, RPT, CMAS, AHI 

Western District Councillor  
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Secretary’s Corner 
Linda Hendrix-Klock 



Here’s a quick note from your Arizona AMT State Secretary, so you know it is important! 
Have you ever wondered what the State Secretary does? 

You have heard the saying if it wasn’t documented, then it was not done. This is also true for 
the Arizona State AMT Society. My job is to make sure that everything is documented; this 
includes state board minutes, meeting notes, and all required state correspondence. I also 

make and distribute copies and perform all necessary administrative duties. 
I just wanted to thank all of you who have encouraged me.  

You’ve helped make a difficult job easier. 
I love my job! 

Linda Hendrix-Klock 
 

 

  

Photographer: 

Rebecca Galarza 

gaa 
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Guillain-Barré syndrome:  A Doctor’s Story 

A Case Study of Guillain-Barré that Responded to IVIG Therapy 

Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) is an autoimmune neurological disease.  The patient’s immune system attacks 

the myelin sheath of the peripheral nerves, causing muscle weakness, which begins in the lower extremities.  It 

can eventually progress to ascending paralysis.  If it is not diagnosed during the early stages, it may lead to total 

respiratory failure once the muscles of respiration become involved. 

Guillain-Barré  is a disorder, which has interested me from the first pediatric patient I admitted to the Pediatric 

Intensive Care Unit (PICU) with this diagnosis.  The patient was a previously healthy 15-year-old male, with a 

diagnosis of Strep. throat two weeks prior to this presentation to his pediatrician.  When he presented, he had 

muscle weakness in the upper and lower extremities and was having difficulty breathing.  He eventually ended 

up on ventilator support.  He was treated with plasmapheresis successfully and walked out of the PICU two 

weeks later. 

When I was told last year that my 16-year-old niece had been complaining of lower extremity muscle numbness 

and weakness, I immediately thought of Guillain-Barré and Multiple Sclerosis.  The symptoms first manifested 

as falling down and my niece and sister thought that it was just part of her “clumsiness”.  However, as the 

falling down continued, my niece also complained of feeling weak in her lower extremities.  In addition, she 

had a fainting spell.  She was seen at an Urgent Care Center and after a physical exam, lab tests and an 

electrocardiogram (EKG); she was sent home and told that everything was normal. 

My niece had an appointment scheduled with a neurologist, but as is often the case, she had to wait two months 

to be seen.  As the weakness and falling worsened, I suggested that my sister take my niece to the nearest 

emergency room for treatment as soon as possible.  She was admitted to the hospital that evening because of her 

physical findings (decreased neurologic reflexes, muscle weakness and numbness in the lower extremities) and 

a lumbar puncture, which showed increased protein in her spinal fluid.  She then had an MRI, which showed 

deterioration of the myelin sheath of her spinal cord. 

After consultation with her medical team, which consisted of neurologists, infectious disease and rheumatology 

specialists, she was diagnosed with Guillain-Barré syndrome.  She was started on Intravenous Immunoglobulin 

(IVIG) therapy.  She was given the IVIG over two nights.  She also was started on a physical therapy regimen.   

She was released from the hospital after seven days.  

After her release, she continued physical therapy as an outpatient three times per week, for a total of seven 

months.  I am happy to report that she regained her ability to walk completely, and has been symptom-free for 

over a year.  Looking back, she had multiple symptoms over a four-month period, which by themselves did not 

amount to any particular diagnosis, but collectively led up to her GBS diagnosis. Guillain-Barré is interesting 

from a clinician standpoint, but can be very scary when you are the patient or a family member.   

Christine Lee, D.O.  
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Why did you choose to join the Allied Health Care profession? That was what I wanted to know so I asked a 
group of MA/MAA students, and below are their responses.  I was impressed with their answers, and I look 
forward to welcoming them to the Allied Health Care field. 

 

Anna Sanders 

My father was a nurse before I was born. Growing 

up my brothers and I always heard the stories of 

when he worked in the hospitals. Fascinated by 

these stories I wanted to follow in his footsteps. 

Second grade was the first time I remember telling 

people that I would be in the medical field. My 

teacher had me as the 

classroom nurse. This 

responsibility of helping 

others filled my heart with 

joy.   

 
Sandra Rowland 
 
My beginning in health 
care started very young. I 
grew up in a large family 
being the youngest, which 
led to much opportunity to 
care for family members. We are a family, which 
strongly believes in taking care of family members 
in our homes when at all possible. My passion for 
comforting and taking care of people in sickness 
was fostered by helping my mother take care of my 
grandmother in our home starting at a very young 
age. My grandmother eventually passed in our 
home and even though it was a very emotional 
situation, I saw even then, what an honor it was to 
be able to help her in the final phase of her journey 
in her life.

Mayra Hernandez 
 
One of the main reasons I have decided to join the 
medical field is because I was diagnosed with 
cervical cancer in July 2015. I was devastated when 
I was given the diagnosis.  I fell into a black hole 
where I thought I was not coming back from. Then I 
started treatment and the staff throughout the 
process was great, very understanding, and 

genuinely cared. 
Therefore, when I was 
informed that I was cancer 
free about a year ago, I 
was able to take a whole 
new look on life. After all I 
went through, and all the 
ins and outs of the 
hospital, I wanted to be a 
part of something that was 
given to me. I wanted to be 
involved in the medical 
field and help people who 
just like me are going 

through something in their life that is hard. To be 
that kind, friendly and caring face they see every 
time they visit the doctor. I just want to give back 
the feeling that I felt when I was going to my 
appointments and all the help I was offered. I want 
to make a difference in someone’s life just as the 
staff that cared for me did to me.   

 

Jarrod Schneider - Photographer 

 

Student articles are always welcome. Submit 

them to the editor for review. 
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Current Topics in Medical Care 

 
Welcome to our new section on topics in medical care. In this section, we will 
present a topic and members can submit their comments and opinions for possible 
publication in the next newsletter. 
 

Topic of the Day 
 
Many medical facilities have a rule concerning wearing any type of fragrance or 
scent while on the job site. Some employees believe that this is an infringement on 
their personal rights and refuse to follow the rules. What do you think? 
 
Send an email to Jo Anne Thompson, e-mail address: jthompson@pmi.edu  to 
submit your opinions, comments, and stories.  You can also use this email address 
to send ideas for future topics. 
 
 

 
 

Rebecca Galarza - Photographer 



ARIZONA SUNTECH                    Spring 2018                Issue #1 
 

10 
 

 

Arizona State Spring Educational Meeting 

Saturday April 28, 2018 
8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 
Location 

Coconino Community College 
2800 S. Lone Tree Road 

Flagstaff, AZ 86005 
 

CEU’s Available 
Lunch Provided 

 

Registration Deadline: April 16, 2018 
Registration starts at 7:30 am 

Registration fee - $25.00 (members) $35.00 (non-members) 
Student Registration – Free with student Photo ID 

 
 

Note: The registration form for the Arizona State Spring Educational Meeting is located on 

the following page.  
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Arizona State Spring Educational Meeting 

Registration Form 

 
Name: ____________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ___________________________ 

 

Check one of the following: 
Member:  
 
Check One: ___MT  ___MLT  ___RMA  ___RDA  ___RPT  ___CMAS  ___AHI  ___CMLA  ___CLC 
 
AMT ID #____________________________________ 
 
 
Non-Member: _______________________________ 
 
Student: ____________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed: ____________________________ 
 
 

Make checks payable to AZSSAMT and send with the registration form to: 
 

Curtiss Taylor 
321 S Silver Dr. 
Apache Junction, AZ 85120 
Phone# 602-622-0223 

Please mail your registration so it arrives no later than 4/16/2018. 

 

  

Photographer: Rebecca Galarza  
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Arizona State Spring Educational Meeting 

Hotel Accommodations 

 

 

 
Courtyard by Marriott Flagstaff 

2650 S. Beulah Blvd. 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

Contact: Sarah White (call for reservation) 
Phone: 928-774-5800 

Code: American Medical Technologist (AMT) 
 

Special AMT hotel rate: $129.00 per night (4/27/18) 

Reservations must be made by April 6, 2018. 
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American Medical Technologists Annual Meeting 
Washington, DC 

 
Educational Program and National Meeting 

July 1-5, 2018 
Washington, DC 

 

 

Photo: https://www.pexels.com  

Don’t miss the fun! Early bird registration is due before May 1. The early bird registration 

form along with the online registration can be located on the AMT website: 

https://www.americanmedtech.org/Be-Involved/AMT-Annual-Meeting. 
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Medical Laboratory Professional’s Week 

April 22-28, 2018 

 

 

Attention: 

Celebrate medical laboratory personnel and their professionalism.  Recognize and show your 

appreciation to your colleagues and educate the public about the impact the medical 

laboratory personnel have on overall patient care. This is your week to shine! 
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Editor’s Corner: 

Spring is in the air and it is all about friends, family, and new beginnings.  When I was 
preparing the spring newsletter, I asked my very talented friends and family for help with 
articles, poems, and photographs. I want to give a very special thank-you to them for their 
contribution to the spring newsletter.  
 
I asked my granddaughter if she would write me a poem about spring.  I loved the poem that she wrote and 
knew it was perfect for our spring meeting. We have not seen each other since the fall meeting and it has been a 
long winter! Let’s all meet this spring, in Flagstaff, each one of us a small, bright flower in the health care 
community. Remember that you are not alone, each one of us has something to offer, and all of us create a 
“bright, colorful bouquet of Allied Health Care workers”.  Together we can make a  huge difference! 
 
I hope to see everyone in Flagstaff! 

          

  Jo Anne Thompson     

AZSSAMT Editor 

 
Here Comes the Sun 
In winter,  
It seems like darkness rules 
Until a flower pops up.    
A small, bright flower 
Reaching towards the sun. 
It lives in a world full of darkness 
Until it brings the sun back, 
But the flower is still alone on earth, 
Waiting for the others, 
Waiting for them to realize the sun. 
One by one they join the first flowers 
Until the whole world has become 
A bouquet of color, 
And spring has arrived. 

 
                                     Baylee Schneider  

 

    

 

 

  

Photographer: Dana Schneider 

Photo: Dana Schneider 
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Note: 

The photographers noted have given permission to use their photographs in the 2018 Arizona State Newsletter (SunTech). 

Reprinting of photographs, articles, and poems require written permission from the author and/or photographer. 

 

Photographer: Jo Anne Thompson 


