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2020 Presidentôs Message 

Greetings to all!! Can you believe it is 2020? Where does the time go? They say time flies when 
you are having fun! 2019 is a milestone for me enjoying my retired life but still active in my 
profession as LA State President of AMT, Scientific speaker & mentor with renewed 2020 cer-
tification and license. My experience has been very fulfilling and rewarding. I was shocked 
when Mr. Randy Swopes, Vice President and Editor presented my award ñ2019 LA Medical 
Technologist of the Yearò during our Board & Business meeting held in Lafayette, LA on 
01Feb2020. Each step I made was guided by my forever support for all the years. Thank you 
very much officers and Board Members! 

Our fall meeting was very interesting and the hands-on and interactive sessions were exciting 
from excellent speakers. It is with deep and sincere thanks and gratitude to the Officers, Board 
Members and Speakers for their endless support. The online registration for state meetings has 
an impact on notifying the members and we were so happy to welcome new attendees. 

We urge all members to join us and have a nice bonding and be active members. This is an ide-
al way to meet the other members throughout our state. Our profession is a field of study that 
requires extensive training, has a unique body of knowledge and therefore continuing education 
through seminars can enhance this demand. It is true that we can achieve this thru on-line train-
ing but close interaction with our co-professionals and experienced speakers can improve our 
human relationship and personal development. 
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2020 Annual meeting will be held in Albuquerque, Mexico on July 13-17, 
2020, save the date and enjoy the camaraderie and expand your knowledge 
needed for continuing education by attending sessions presented by excellent 
speakers. 

I end this message with an inspirational quote ñFocusing on what you HAVE 
instead of what you DONôT HAVE allows you to appreciate where you are in 
life. Just because you havenôt reached a personal goal or achieved a dream 
doesnôt mean that you canôt be happy right now. Celebrate where you are and 
what you have at this point in your life. Stop waiting for something to change 
or be differentémeet happiness wherever you are in your journey! As seen in 
Positive Thoughtsé. 

Ms. Zenaida Maraggun, MS, MT (AMT), CLS (HHS) 

 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ о 
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The time is nearing for the AMT 2020 Annual Meeting so make sure to attend. It will be 
held on July 13-16, 2020 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 
hotel is beautiful so make your reservations before the deadline. Look online for the pro-
gram and get registered. There will not be any sessions on Sunday and the next leader-
ship training will be in 2021. This year we will have a Thursday night social instead of 
the Sweetôs Suite. There are so many things to see and do in Albuquerque from taking a 
train ride to a hot air balloon. Check with the Preliminary Program on the AMT website 
for a complete list of activities. 

The award recipients have been chosen and they should be listed soon on the AMT web-
site homepage. AMT has launched online communities so check the homepage for this 
also. This is another way that AMT is working to benefit their members. 

I want to thank the AMT office for their work in bringing us an excellent educational 
program that has something for everyone. They have put a lot of time in making this 
meeting both enlightening and fun. I always look forward to seeing my AMT family 
each year. 

Taffy K. Durfee 

Central District 
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 Greetings Louisiana State Society members. During this stressful time 
our Country is going thru, be diligent. Do as what we medical person-
nel have been taught about personal hygiene being imperative. I pray 
for safety of all my colleagues at their workplace. God protect all of 
you is my prayer. 

Randy Swopes MT 
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