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Hello, everyone! Most of you have expe-
rienced the effects of global warming this 
winter. The climate all over the USA has 
been horrendous—snow in California 
and Arizona; floods in Tennessee; tor-
nadoes in South Carolina; and record 
snowfalls in our Great Lakes District. 
These conditions are all unusual for our 
areas. However, this weather may help us 
catch up on indoor tasks that need to be completed and enjoy much-needed 
family time. I know we are enjoying the family time.
 This past year, our Great Lakes District had many ups and downs. We 
start 2019 with our state societies growing and flourishing throughout the 
region. We have great leadership teams in our states, which include Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. One thing that 
stands out in AMT is our state societies. We have great learning oppor-
tunities within our own states through continuing education sessions. 
Each spring and fall, there are several opportunities for AMT members to 
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President's 
Message
Members of the 
Minnesota State 
Society of AMT, 
we embark on 
another exciting 
year. It’s a privi-
lege to serve as 
President of this 
society.

I encourage you as members to get 
involved with the Minnesota State Society. 
You will enjoy networking with other health-
care professionals in our state and abroad. At 
the beginning of each year, we have a confer-
ence call; then we have a face-to-face meeting 
at the end of the year. We would love to have 
more members join us.

We will have a very exciting annual 
educational meeting this year in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota. It will take place April 24–26, 
2019, at the Rivers Edge Convention Center. 
MN AMT will have a meet-and-greet on 
Thursday, April 25, over the lunch hour. 
There is a link on our state society website 
with more details. AMT is one of the co-
chairs this year, and we have been attending 
monthly planning sessions to assist with the 
meeting. You do not want to miss this great 
program!

Another piece of exciting news is that 
AMT’s 81st Educational Program and 
National Meeting will be in the Great 
Lakes area this year. The meeting will be in 
Chicago, Illinois, from July 1–5, 2019. Look 
for more information in this newsletter.

Members, once again I encourage you to 
get involved in the Minnesota State Society. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Clara Boykin, MT (AMT) 
claraboykin1023@msn.com

CLARA BOYKIN, PRESIDENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

Clinical Laboratory Collaborative
April 24–26, 2019 (Weds.–Fri.)

LOCATION
Rivers Edge Convention 
Center
10 4th Avenue S.
St. Cloud, MN 56301

HOTEL
Kelly Inn Best Western
100 4th Avenue S.
St. Cloud, MN 56301

Registration is now open. Call 320-253-0606 to reserve your room at 
$99 per night. Mention the conference for the discounted rate. 

LOCATION
Chicago Hilton Hotel
720 S. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60605

Register for the conference online at 
www.americanmedtech.org. Early-
bird registration is $295 and must be 
submitted before May 1. Call 312-922-
4400 to reserve your hotel room at a 
discounted rate. 

81st AMT Educational Program and 
National Meeting   July 1–5, 2019 (Mon.–Fri.)
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Councillor’s Message from page 1

attend these state educational ses-
sions. They are usually scheduled on 
weekends for member convenience. 
I invite you to go to www.american-
medtech.org and look under your 
state society for the next in-person 
educational session in your state.
 The Great Lakes District also 
has a unique district conference 
every other year. We had our Great 
Lakes District Conference last fall, 
and it was fantastic! Thank you to 
the AMT State Society of Ohio for 
hosting the event in West Chester, 
at the Marriott Hotel. The food was 
delicious, and the speakers were up-
to-date and very informative. 
 We would like to thank the 
State Society of Michigan and Presi-
dent Pat Dare for hosting a fabulous 
keynote speaker, Chip Madera 
(www.chipmadera.com). There were 
many hands at work in this confer-
ence. Thank you to Ohio President 
Sheryl Scott and her team for putting 
it all together, and Vanessa Austin 
for cleaning up the pieces at the end. 
Thank you to Minnesota President 
Clara Boykin for the idea of comput-
erized surveys. 
 The surveys on the confer-
ence came back with very positive 
feedback and much valuable infor-
mation. The Great Lakes District 
Conference hosted at least 45 new 
members, with over 250 people in 
attendance. Many thanks go out 
to each and every one of you who 
participated in any way to make the 
conference a success. We will con-
tinue to hold Great Lakes District 

Conferences, so watch for the 2020 
location!
 American Medical Technolo-
gists is always working to help you 
with continuing education. It has 
been a highly respected certifica-
tion agency for 80 years. You may 
log into www.americanmedtech.org  
and sign up to take a REACH module 
course to get an EKG certificate or  
an immunization certificate.
 

As you acquire the necessary con-
tinuing education credits for CCP 
renewal, you will need to record 
them. A great way to keep an ongoing 
record is to utilize your AMTRAX, 
as explained in the video on the 
AMT website. Please be sure to keep 
your own folder of documents, as 
these do get audited randomly.
 Looking ahead this spring, 
watch for your own state society’s 
educational sessions. As stated 
above, I encourage you to look on 

the AMT webpage to find out about 
these meetings. If you need instruc-
tion, there is a chat box available to 
you when you are on the website. 
Please be sure you have up-to-date 
Google Chrome, Firefox, or Micro-
soft Edge to view all the functions on 
the AMT webpage.
 This summer, the AMT 
national convention is in Chicago, 
from July 1–5. It will take place at 
the Chicago Hilton Hotel. Watch 
for flyers in AMT Events. The early-
bird registration is $295 and must 
be completed before May 1. You 
may log in and sign up online at  
www.americanmedtech.org. Hope 
to see many of you at the AMT 
national convention! Let me know 
when you are there and say hello! 
I welcome you to join in and have 
some fun, while getting some great 
education and building strong net-
works. You may meet people who 
are experiencing the same things as 
you in this changing medical world. 
You may also wish to get to know the 
leaders of your states, as it is a great 
organization to be part of!
 In closing, I would like to 
thank each of the state presidents, 
officers, boards of directors, com-
mittee members, and members that 
make up this district for your time 
and commitment to AMT. It does 
not go unnoticed, and it is much 
appreciated.

Bev Christiansen, RMA (AMT)
amtgldc@gmail.com

"Hope to see many of you 
at the AMT national con-
vention! I welcome you to 
join in and have some fun, 
while getting some great 
education and building 

strong networks. You may 
meet people who are expe-

riencing the same things 
as you in this changing 

medical world."
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Mark Your Calendar – July 1-5, 2019

AMT in Chicago
81st Educational Program and National Meeting

The Chicago Hilton Hotel is ideally situated in the heart of the “Windy City” on Michigan Avenue 
in the South Loop, where incredible experiences are around every corner including Grant Park, 
Shedd Aquarium, Adler Planetarium, Museum of Science & Industry, Field Museum, and the 
famous Art Institute of Chicago.

Special discounted  
AMT hotel rates:

Single or double occupancy  

$129.00 + tax

Rooms with two double beds  

and two bathrooms  

$159.00 + tax

Chicago Hilton Hotel
720 S. Michigan Ave.

Chicago, IL 60605
Hotel phone: 312-922-4400

• Hilton Serenity Bed Collection™

• Fitness Center

• Free wireless internet in guestrooms

• Rooms overlook Grant Park

• Indoor lap pool & Jacuzzi, running 
track, and sundeck

• Walking distance to South Loop 
dining and State Street shopping

For additional Information:
Contact AMT: 10700 West Higgins Road, Suite 150, Rosemont, IL 60018
Phone 847/823-5169 • Fax: 847/823-0458  •  E-mail: mail@americanmedtech.org  
Website: www.americanmedtech.org


