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FALL LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
*******************************************************
he Fall Meeting will be held at Mercy Hospital, 615 New Ballas Road, St. Louis, MO
63141 in the dePazzi Bentley Conference Room. You will want to park in Parking Lot and
Enter Building “A”. Remember registration is free for all active students. Active members
can earn continuing educations credits.

6… NEWS FROM AMT
81ST Educational Program & National
Conference in Chicago, IL.

7… OCTOBER (FALL)MEETING AGENDA
MOSSAMT— SAVE THE DATES

will be sending out the MOSSAMT membership pins again for our state members.
This pins will recognize our members for 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 years of service. You
will have a card with the pin that we would love for you to bring to one of the 2019 MOSSAMT meeting for free admission.

8… OCTOBER (FALL) MEETING— 2018

would like to encourage all Missouri members to attend the 81st Education Program
and National Meeting that will be held in Chicago, IL July 1 – July 5, 2019 at Hiltons of
Chicago. The hotel rate will be $129.00 + taxes single or double occupancy, $159.00 +
taxes with rooms with two double beds and two bathrooms.

9… OCTOBER (FALL)MEETING REGISTRATION

What does it mean to be an ACTIVE
CERTIFIED MEMBER?

10… 2018 DELEGATE LETTER BY ALBERTA SMITH

lease remember that October 15 – 19, is Medical Assistants Recognition Week. I hope you all celebrate this week at your place of employment and by recognizing all the hard working medical assistants.

11... 2018 DELEGATE LETTER BY CRYSTAL PATTERSON

12… 2018 DELEGATE LETTER BY DONNA
NELSON

f any of our members have suggestions on topics they would like to learn more about,
or if you would like to host a meeting at your place of employment/school, please contact
me with this information. If you know someone wants to present at our meetings let me
know that as well. I look forward to hearing from our members.
ou can contact any of the board members at our new e-mail address at
mossamt2018@gmail.com
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CIRCULATION
An issue of this journal is received by
more than 2000 members of the MOSSAMT, the National Board of Directors,
all state Presidents, Editors and Advertisers. Advertising rates for the Missouri
State Journal are as follows:
1 ISSUE

2 ISSUES

FULL PAGE

$75.00

$150.00

½ PAGE

$50.00

$100.00

¼ PAGE

$40.00

$80.00

BUSINESS CARD $20.00

$40.00

October 15-19, 2018

Registered Medical
Assistants (RMA)
and the American
Medical Technologists (AMT) will be
celebrating Medical Assistants
Recognition Week
(MARW) in October. Please join
AMT in promoting
this important
event that recognizes medical assisting’s vital role,
contributions and
efforts in health
care and help us
begin raising
awareness of the
profession today.

Make checks payable to the Missouri State
Society of the American Medical Technologist (MOSSAMT) and sent with your
advertisement to the Editor.

American Kidney Fund Partnership

The American Kidney Fund (AKF) and
the AMT have formed a dynamic partnership to increase awareness of chronic
kidney disease, a common and often preventable condition that affects over 30
million Americans. For more information
on the AMT and AKF partnership and
how you can get involved, visit
www.kidneyfund.org/amt

PUBLICATION NOTES
This journal is published under the sponsorship of the Missouri State Society of American
Medical Technologists. The views and opinions which are expressed herein are those of
the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor of the MOSSAMT. The Editor reserves the right to accept, reflect, or revise any article submitted for publication.
COPY DEADLINES:
MARCH 1

AUGUST 1

PUBLICATION DATES:
MAY 1

SEPTEMBER 15

Remember: All information to be included in the Journal must be in the Editor’s hands
by the copy deadline dates listed above. Any information received after that date may be
published in the next issue.
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State President Awards

LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILOR:
I sure hope that everyone enjoyed the sights and sounds of Washington DC as well as the
program that AMT arranged for everyone. We had a great turnout for this conference
with over 415 in attendance. The fireworks display during July 4th celebration was amazing. Our next national meeting will be held in Chicago, so start making plans. Some new
board members were elected to the national AMT Board at the annual business meeting.
I want to welcome Harry Narine, MT(AMT), Francine Oran, RMA(AMT), and Marty Hinkel, MT(AMT). We look forward to having them on the board.
Our Central District had numerous award recipients at the award convocation held at this
meeting. Congratulations to Kathy Sutton, MT(AMT) from Mississippi, Cyndee Carr,
RMA(AMT) from Arkansas, Deborah Westervelt, RMA(AMT) from Missouri, Alberta
Smith, RMA(AMT) from Missouri, Felicia Williams, MT(AMT) from Mississippi, Cecil
Hunt, MT(AMT) from Mississippi, Art Contino, RMA(AMT) from Texas and Randy
Swopes, MT(AMT) from Louisiana. Francine Oran. RMA(AMT), was honored with the
Most Improved Publication Award. We had so many winners from the Central District
and I hope I did not leave anyone out. Please let me know if I did.
If you or someone you know is confused about recording their education credits on
AMTRAX, there is a video on UTube. It is an informative step-by-step video called “Quick
Guide to AMTrax for CCP”.
Our AMT board is continuing to work on Strategic Planning for our organization and
should have some updates for us soon.
Don’t forget that we have two upcoming joint conferences. The Great Lakes District Conference will be held October 5th and 6th at the Cincinnati Marriott North Union Centre
Hotel in West Chester, Ohio. West Chester is just north of Cincinnati, Ohio. The Magnolia Educational Treasures will also be held in October on the 19th and 20th at the Holiday
Inn Gulfport Airport in Gulfport, Mississippi. If you have never attended a joint meeting,
well this is the time to start. You have two great meetings to choose from or attend both.

2018 MOSSAMT FALL
OFFICER ELECTIONS

PRESIDENT NOMINATIONS
ALBERTA SMITH

TREASURER NOMINATIONS
DEBORAH WESTERVELT

Your District Councilor,
Taffy K. Durfee

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:
Hello Missouri State! My name is Crystal Patterson and this is my first MOSSAMT
Newsletter! In this newsletter, I am hoping to reach out to our members on more
of a personal level. My promise to you is that I will continually strive to improve
each year as your Editor. With that being said your feedback is crucial to me. I
want to know what excites you about being an Active Member of the American
Medical Technologists (AMT). I want to know what our Missouri Members expect
and what they would like to see in future publications; and even at our annual
state meetings (Spring and Fall). Speaking of our annual meetings… I strongly
encourage YOU ALL to come!!! Not only are you getting your required Certification Continuation Program (CCP’s), you are growing professionally in your field,
learning new things of interest that may or may not pertain to your field, and
developing friendships that last a lifetime. I promise that you will not be disappointed. Each meeting we travel to all different locations in Missouri, from Saint
Louis to Kansas City to Branson; we very well may be in your city in the near future. I, as well as the other Board Members, would love for our Missouri State
Membership to show an increase in participation. We want to know what keeps
you from coming to the meetings (state and national). Is it your work obligations,
your family priorities, the location of the meetings, etc? Finally, I would love for
members to send in educational articles for future journals. If doing so, please
make sure you cite your work and check for any spelling or grammar mistakes.
Again, if there is anything that I can do for my fellow members please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Thanks!
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Sincerely,
Crystal Patterson, RMA(AMT), MOSSAMT Editor

Alberta Smith won the Pillar Award

NEWS FROM AMT:
•

PAMA Stakeholder Letter Transmitted to Congress
8/2/18

•

AMT participates in 2018 Legislative Symposium 3/1920

•

AMT submits comments to CMS on prospective revisions to CLIA 3/18

•

AMT grows middle east certification efforts for medical
technologists in clinical labs 2/18

Deborah Westervelt won the Pillar
Award and Exceptional Merit Award
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OCTOBER (FALL) MEETING AGENDA

SAVE THE DATES FOR
MOSSAMT
October 6, 2018: MOSSAMT
Fall Meeting at Mercy Hospital Saint Louis, MO.

April 6, 2019- MOSSAMT
Spring Meeting : Saint Louis,
MO. Location TBA

7:30 am – 8:00 am
Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 am - 9:30 am
Vijaya Kumari. MD Current Trends in OB/GYN

July 1-5, 2019: AMT National
Conference in Chicago, Il.
Hilton Hotel

9:30 am – 9:45 am
Break

October 5, 2019- MOSSAMT
Fall Meeting: Branson, MO.
area. Location TBA

9:45 am – 11:15 am
Sarah Wilson. Congenital Heart Defect- Highlighting /TOF and PA

11:15 am – 11:30 am
Break

11:30 am –12:30 pm
Lunch and Meeting

12:30 pm –2:00 pm
Katie Rodriguez Banister “Diversity; What Works and What Doesn’t”

2:00 pm – 2:15 pm
Break

2:15 pm – 3:45 pm
Jason Ameling: “How to Pick Quality Supplements”

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm
Break

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Taffy Durfee “Tattoos, the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly”
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What Does It Mean to Be
An Active Certified Member?

To be an active certified
member means you are
both certified and actively
participating in the professional activities of your
organization.
To maintain your active
certified member status:


One must pay the annual fee.



One must comply with
the Certification Continuation Program
(CCP’S) every 3 years.



One must abide by the
AMT standards of
practice.

Picture: Mercy Hospital, Saint Louis

(FALL) MOSSAMT
October
(FALL)MEETING
Meeting– 2018
MOSSAMT FALL MEETING
October 6, 2018
MERCY HOSPITAL SAINT LOUIS
dePazzi Bentley Conference Room
615 South New Ballas Road
Creve Coeur, Mo. 63141
7:30 AM Registration
Breakfast and lunch will be provided

Points can be earned
through Professional Education, Formal Education,
Employment Verification,
Authorship of Written
Works, Instructional
Presentations, and Organizational Participation.

**Check out the AMT
website for additional information**

Cherry-Ann Da Costa-Carter– 2018
National Speaker

Dr Anthony Tran– 2018 National
Speaker
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OCTOBER (FALL) MEETING REGISTRATION
MOSSAMT Fall Meeting October 6, 2018

7:30 am to 5:00 pm Mercy Hospital,

615 South New Ballas Road, St. Louis, MO 63141
2018 AMT Nationals: Opening

dePazzi Bentley Conference Room

Ceremony

Park in Medical Tower Parking Lot and Enter Building “A”
Members $ 20.00

Non-members/guest $ 25.00

Students $ Free

Register early because there will be an additional $5.00
charge for registration at the door.

NAME: ______________________________________________________
Discipline: ____________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to AMT Send your pre-registration forms to Alberta Smith, RMA 1997 Ridgeway, Arnold, MO 63010

Patriotic quilt given to Jeff Lavendar
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2018 DELEGATE LETTER– BY ALBERTA SMITH

Delegate Letter for the 80th Educational Program and Annual Meeting
July 1-5, 2018
I would like to thank the American Medical Technologist for holding a wonderful conference in Washington D.C. It was great celebrating Independence Day in
our Nation’s Capital. I rode the tram system, the bus system, and walked many miles
to visit the beautiful and memorial sites in Washington DC. I was able to go to Arlington Cemetery, Washington Monument, The White House, Lincoln Memorial, WW II
Memorial, and the Vietnam Memorial. This was my second time visiting Washington
DC and I still feel there is so much more to see.
Tami Evans was the Keynote speaker and talked about, “Igniting a Positive
Workplace”. She talked about interacting with individuals at your place of employment which included soft skills, motivation, and being part of a team, to name a few.
She held a dance party with the audience and everyone had a great time.
I attended several continuing education sessions that enhanced my skills as a
medical assistant and information I can bring back to my students. I enjoyed the
Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy. Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy, is a mental disorder that causes the parent or care givers to abuse their child to seek attention by
doctors, nurses, family, and friends. The parent will give their child something that
makes them sick and takes them in for care to seek attention. Several children will
have multiple hospital stays, medical treatments, and unnecessary surgeries to try to
find the cause. I feel this is a condition that healthcare workers need to learn more
about so they can look for warning signs and take their concerns to the physician.

I was also invited by Deborah Westervelt to accompany her to the AMT Order
of the Golden Microscope/RMA Medallion of Merit Dinner. I am amazed how many
individuals have won these 2 awards and how AMT honors them for their accomplishment. Thank you Deb, his was a great honor for me to attend.
I enjoyed the conference, learned new information, visited with old friends,
and made some new ones. I cannot wait until next year’s 81st Educational Program
which will be held in Chicago, Illinois July 1 – July 5, 2019.

Thanks,
Alberta Smith, RMA/AHI (AMT), MSTD

Missouri State President
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White House (Left)
Town Hall Session: Alberta, Crystal, Donna (Right)
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2018 DELEGATE LETTER– BY CRYSTAL PATTERSON
I thoroughly enjoyed being apart of the American Medical Technologists 80 th Annual Education
Program and National Meeting held in Washington D.C. This was my second year attending as a
delegate and I could not have been more excited to be in our nation’s capital especially during
the Fourth of July. This was my first time in D.C. and I was able to see many memorable sights
such as at the Washington Monument, the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, the WWII memorial, Arlington’s National Cemetery, and the Smithsonian National History Museum.
While attending the conferences I enjoyed our Keynote Speaker Tami Evans. She was very passionate and taught us about Hard Core Soft Skills which included communication, selfmotivation, self-confidence, and optimism. These skills are so important in my field as an RMA.
If you truly feel appreciated in your workplace you will most definitely see positive results.
These positive results can lead to fewer call ins, less employment turn around rates, and overall
effective teamwork.
Licensed Physician in the U.K., Solomon Goldenberg, held an informative discussion on the rapidly rising Epidemic of Opioids. This epidemic can affect anyone… family, friends, neighbors,
and even your patients you see in the office. Some of these individuals are shopping around for
doctors while others are simply buying them from the streets. We discussed how opioids can
have long-lasting neurological effects on the brain, harsh symptoms of respiratory depression,
and can even cause death immediately. With the latest debates coming out whether it is right
or wrong for the antidote Naloxone to be purchased at any pharmacy across the country without
a written prescription, just shows what problems are present today and what must take place to
help our future.
I also found the Editor’s Workshop to be extremely helpful as I now sit on my state society’s
board as the Editor/Publisher. I was able to interact and befriend other Editors from all different states. I learned what is expected of me in my new role and what I can do to hopefully be
acknowledged in the future at the AMT’s Awards Convocation.
I loved seeing the many faces that I knew by name from last year’s National Conferences in Missouri and meeting the many new faces of first time attendees. AMT really is like a large family
and this is what keeps me coming back. Thank you, AMT, for hosting such an awesome time in
Washington D.C. and I cannot wait until next year’s 81st Educational Program and National
Meeting in Chicago, Illinois.

Sincerely,
Crystal Patterson, RMA
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Lincoln Memorial (Left)
Award Banquet– Crystal, Alberta, Deborah, Donna
(Right)

2018 DELEGATE LETTER– BY DONNA NELSON
Washington DC
Delegate, Donna Nelson, RMA

If you missed the national Convention in Washington DC this year, not only did you miss a great meeting, and some great classes, but you
also missed a great firework show from the piers overlooking the river.
The conference began on Monday with a great keynote speaker, Tami Evans; she spoke on relationship skills in the work place. She was
informational, funny, and entertaining. The conference continued though Wednesday. Thursday is the National Business meeting, were, we
the members vote of amendment changes, bylaw changes, and board members running for a seat on the board.
The new board members elected to the board are; Harry Narine, MT, RPT and Anna Catron, MT, these are the two voted to fill the two MT
positions on the board. There was only one position for the RMA position open on the board, no files by Francine M. Oran, RMA. We want
to thank Heather Louise Throop Herring, MT, RMA, Everett Bloodworth, MT and Jerry T. Hudgins, MT for their service to the board.
The new National Board Officers are; Present - Jeannie Hobson, RM A, RPT, CMAS, AHI,
Present Elect – Christopher Seay, MT
Secretary – Deborah Westervelt, RMA, COLT
Treasurer – Kenneth Hawker, MT
Immediate Past-Present – Jeff Lavender MT
The Monuments in Washing DC were a sight to see, they both made me proud to be an American, and
sad to see some of the past we have gone though.
I always look forward to National week, seeing friends and making new ones. Next year’s Convention
will be in Chicago, Il. Over the 4th of July week, this will be the last Convention over the 4th. I will miss this
convention due to work, but hope all that could not attend this past one, will attend Chicago, and then
then tell me all about it.
Sincerely
Donna Nelson, RMA, CPC
MO Delegate

WWII Memorial
ALL Photos taken by Crystal Patterson
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