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President’s Message

State Officers List

First of all, I want to thank Cecil Hunt, MT for her
faithful service to the Mississippi State Society of
American Medical Technologist. She has held an
active role at both the national and state level from
her first year of membership. Cecil has served as

President
Kathy Sutton , MT
Kathysutton1@bellsouth.net
Vice President
Eva Jones, RMA
evajusticee5@hotmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Debbie Ann Johnson-Dogan, MT
ddogan@nmhs.net
Editor
Felicia Williams, MT
105 Deer Creek Drive
Madison, MS 39110
fleflore@bellsouth.net
Board
Jacqueline Cavett, RMA
Linda Davis, MT
Cecil Hunt, MT
Cynthia Morrison, MT
Anne Smith, CLT
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Kathy S. Sutton, MT

Mississippi president for 11 years leading our
state to an honor roll status each year.
I want to thank the Mississippi State Society of American Medical
Technologist (MSSAMT) for allowing me to serve as President and be
part of an organization that not only gives knowledge back but builds
friendships. I am eager to get to know more of you, along with your
interests and concerns, in the coming year.
March 24, 2018 the Mississippi State Society of AMT held the Scientific/Board of Directors meeting in Pearl, Mississippi at Uncle Bucks
Meeting Room in the Bass Pro Shop. There were two very informative
speakers. The first, Sitaniel J. Wimbley, Program Director of the National Alliance on Mental Illness discussed tips to manage and reduce
stress; providing tips to maintain a healthy mind and body. She stated
that taking control of your life is the foundation for stress management and a healthier you.
MSSAMT had the honor of having Norma (Taffy) Durfee, AMT Central
District Councillor, as the second speaker. She dissected AMT National
Bylaws and compared them to the Mississippi State Bylaws.
The following are some of the subjects Taffy covered:
 “Allowable Uses for State Money”, which was approved by the

AMT Board of Directors February 2018.
 The mileage reimbursement of $0.30 per mile approved by the

AMT Board of Directors February 2018.
 The duties of the state officers.

The 2018 AMT Educational Program and National Meeting will be held
In Washington, DC July 1-5, 2018 at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill.
Mississippi has three members that will be receiving awards for their
service to AMT during the Awards Banquet on Tuesday, July 3, 2018,
at the 80th Educational Program and National Meeting.
2017 Technologist of the Year — Kathy L Sutton, MLScm (ASCP), MT
(AMT)
 Silver Service —Cecil Hunt, MT(AMT)
 Distinguished Achievement —Felicia L. Williams, MT(AMT), MPA


We’re on the Web!
Mississippi State Society
AMT Website
http://www.americanmedtech.org

Official Delegate Roster from the state of Mississippi: 2018 AMT Business Meeting.
Continued on page 2
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Central District Councillor’s Message
My name is Taffy K. Durfee and I am proud to be your new Central District Councillor. It will be a difficult job to try to fill Randy Swopes’
shoes, but with his guidance, I promise to work hard to do so. He has always been an inspiration to me and someone who I could count on
for help. My home is in Texas but I plan to try to visit each state in the Central District this year, to meet members in all state societies.
We will be having our 2018 Educational Program and National Meeting in Washington, D.C. on July 1st thru 5th and I hope to see each of
you there. The hotel is the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill and it is within walking distance to many of the area attractions. Be
sure to check out the Early Bird Registration form and get those completed soon to save money.
We are now at 100% participation of AMT banking. Thirty-two of 38 societies have had their by-laws reviewed and approved. Only 3 SOPS
have been reviewed and approved, so we need to get the SOP’S done before the end of the year.
The Magnolia Educational Treasures will be holding their 2018 joint meeting in Gulfport, Mississippi on October 20th and 21st at the Holiday
Inn Gulfport Airport. If you have never been to one of these meetings, you are missing a lot of fun and education.
Don’t forget to check out the state society websites for publications, for both current meeting dates and their locations and past publications of up to two years for historical content.
Hope to see you soon.

Taffy K. Durfee, MS, MT(AMT)

President’s Message
Mississippi has the following number of delegates assigned to
our state.
4 MT/MLT
Kathy Sutton, President
Debbie Dogan, Secretary Treasurer
Felicia Williams, Editor
Cynthia Morrison, Board Member
2 PMA/CMAS
Eva Jones, Vice President
Jackie Cavett, Board Member

continued from page 1
tific Business/board meeting “Finding Educational Treasures in
the Gulf.” The rooms are going fast, so book early.
Magnolia Educational Treasures October 19-20, 2018 at the
Holiday Inn, Gulfport, Mississippi.
Together, we can help bring about changes in our profession.
Please join the MSSAMT by renewing your membership, urge
your colleagues to become certified members, and make your
voice heard. I look forward to working with you and for you
throughout the year and to seeing you at the 2019 national
convention in Washington, DC and at the Magnolia Education
Treasures in Gulfport, Mississippi.

Alternate MT/MLT

Serving the MSSAMT is an opportunity to learn, grow as a professional, volunteer, develop leadership skills, and make a
difference. I would like to challenge each of our members to
take an opportunity to be active members of MSSAMT.

Debra Virgil, Board Member

Sincerely,

Cecil Hunt, Past President, Board Member

Kathy L Sutton, MLScm (ASCP), MT(AMT)
Mississippi State President

1 COLT/CMLA
Anne Smith, Board Member

Go ahead and mark your calendar for The MSSAMT Fall Scien-
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PEARL, MS 2018
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Publication information

Editor’s Message

Advertising Rates

Happy Spring MS State Society AMT Members! It’s hard to believe Spring has
sprung after experiencing several rather chilly days this April. As you may have
noticed in this issue, we have undergone an across the board change in leadership. Kathy L. Sutton, MLScm(ASCP), MT(AMT) was elected as MS State Society
President and Norma “Taffy” Durfee, MS, MT(AMT) was appointed as Central
District Councillor, both are remarkable women that bring along wealth’s of
knowledge and extensive experience. As we look to the future, I look forward
to their leadership and fresh ideas to further enhance our organization.

Two (2) issues per year
Camera-Ready,
Disk or Scanner-Ready Material
Full Page $250.00
Half Page $150.00
Quarter Page $100.00

Business Card $45.00

Disclaimer
Editorial opinions in articles printed in
Magnolia State AMT are those of the author, and are not the official policy of the
society. Photos are property of Mississippi
AMT or photographer unless otherwise
noted. The Editor reserves the right to
edit all articles where necessary.

Information:
Contact AMT: 10700 West Higgins
Road, Suite 150, Rosemont, IL 60018

In 2018, there are many opportunities near and far to gain continuing education credits in 2018. Starting July 1-5, there is the 80th Educational Program
and National AMT Meeting taking place in Washington, DC. Early bird registration ends May 1st. In the Fall, a combined meeting of the Magnolia Educational Treasures (MET) and Caribbean Association of Medical Technologists
(CASMET) will take place October 19-21 in Gulfport, MS. I hope that you are
able to avail yourself to attend one or both educational meetings. The MS
State Society Fall Meeting 2018 will take place in October during the 2018
MET, exact date and time TBD. I would like to welcome three new members
that were in attendance at the Spring meeting. As always, my challenge to all
members is to get involved. If I can assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Felicia Williams, MT(AMT), MPA

Felicia L. Williams

New Members

Phone 847/823-5169 • Fax: 847/823-0458 •

E-mail: mail@americanmedtech.org
Website: www.americanmedtech.org

Veronica Hernandez, Contessa Thornton & Juanita
Shepphard (l to r)
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Summertime Fun and Recreational Water Illness (RWI)
As schools begin to draw to a close, kids will be home from school for the summer. Summertime means fun time! Time for more outdoor activities, such as picnics, grilling, biking, swimming and more! Keep the fun going strong by taking the time to be safe. A family safety
plan can help you stay on track during summertime fun.
Did you know that you can get sick from swimming? Whether it’s a hot tub, pool, water
park, fountain, lake, river or ocean, some water can have germs or chemicals in it that cause
recreational water illness (RWI). The number of RWI outbreaks have increased steadily in
the last 30 years. If you have watched the local news within the last 2 years, RWI’s have hit
very close to home.
RWIs can ruin summer fun.
RWIs most often cause diarrhea, but they can make you sick in other ways too. They can
also cause nausea and vomiting, skin rashes, and infections of the eyes, ears, skin and respiratory system. Most healthy people will recover from RWIs, but they can be very dangerous
to pregnant women, young children and people with weakened immune systems.
Many times, the water may look clean and safe when it contains dangerous germs or unsafe
chemicals. Though proper chlorine levels are important, some germs are not killed by chlorine. Some water may be treated with too much chlorine or an improper balance that can
make people sick.
The Top 10 Causes of RWIs:
1. Cryptosporidium
2. Pseudomonas
3. Shigella
4. Legionella
5. Norovirus
6. E. coli
7. Giardia
8. Disinfection agents & their byproducts (chlorine, bromine & hydrochloric acid)
9. Avian schistosomes
10.Leptospira

https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/cryptosporidiosis/

The germ that survives chlorine.
Cryptosporidium is a microscopic parasite that causes waterborne disease among humans in
the United States. Both the parasite and its disease cryptosporidiosis are commonly known
as "Crypto." While this parasite can be spread in several different ways, water (drinking
water and recreational water) is the most common way to spread the parasite.
The parasite is protected by an outer shell that allows it to survive outside the body for long
periods of time and makes it very tolerant to chlorine disinfection. Chlorine won’t kill crypto, and people with weakened immune systems can get very sick from it. It is not killed by
hand sanitizer, so washing hands with soap and water is crucial. It can cause severe watery
diarrhea and is the leading cause of RWIs.
So, what can you do to enjoy the water this summer and stay healthy?

https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/more-100-sickened-arizonacryptosporidium-parasite-outbreak-n635091

•

Don’t swim when you have diarrhea or you’ve been vomiting. Even a tiny, invisible amount
of germs can get in the water and make others sick.

•
•

Never get swimming water in your mouth. Keep your mouth closed when underwater.

•
•

Don’t allow kids to play in fountains that haven’t been treated with chlorine.

•
•

Don’t change diapers near the swimming area. Do it in a bathroom or away from the water.

•

Ask to see the last pool inspection report before swimming in a public pool or water park.

Shower with soap before you swim and wash your hands after using the toilet or changing
diapers. Have your children wash their hands as well.
Stop swimming at least once every hour for bathroom breaks and/or diaper changes. Use
swim diapers on kids who aren’t potty trained. Many kids will have “accidents” in the water
if they don’t get out to use the bathroom.

If you own a pool, check chlorine levels regularly. Use pool test strips to check for proper pH
levels and chemical balances.

For more information, visit the CDC website at: hhttps://www.cdc.gov/parasites/crypto/general-info.html

Felicia L. Williams, MT (AMT), MPA
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Turnaround Time for Laboratory Test
The Clock is Ticking, Urgent, STAT, Super STAT, ASAP, Fast, Fast, Fast!!!
By Cynthia Morrison, MT(AMT)
Along with accuracy and reliability, timely reporting of laboratory test results is now
considered an important aspect of the services provided by the clinical laboratory.
Whether or not, faster turnaround time can make any medical difference, patients
and their physicians want reports as rapidly as possible. Hence, rapid laboratory turnaround times is important both from a medical and commercial point of view. A recent review of laboratory turnaround time indicated that analysis of this time interval
has helped in determining the cause of delay, which is then followed by the improvement in turnaround time.
Why is Test Turnaround Time (TAT) Important?

TAT FOR CLINICAL
LABORATORY TESTS
STAT— Urgently needed test results.
One hour or less from when the
sample was received in the laboratory.
ASAP/Now — Test results needed as
soon as possible. Two hours or less
from when the sample was received in
the laboratory.
Routine — Tests that are batched for
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. Four
hours from when the sample was
received or as scheduled for the next
test run.

•

Laboratory support for patient centered care

•

Operational efficiency

•

Customer (Physician/Nurse/Patient) satisfaction

•

TAT is a key performance indicator of laboratory services

•

Used by many clinicians to judge the quality of the lab

•

Delays in lab test TAT is a major source of complaints from laboratory service
users

What is the definition of TAT? TAT should be defined by each Institution and what
they are measuring. Generally, it’s done through a multidisciplinary, cooperative
effort; each institution taking into consideration total testing processes and workflow.
Each institution should develop a list of STAT tests and the expected results reporting
turnaround time. The purpose of the list is to define the tests that can be ordered on
a STAT basis and the interval of time between when the sample is received in the laboratory and when the results are expected to be reported.
STAT results for inpatients should be available through the hospital LIS (laboratory
information system). STAT results for outpatients are called, faxed and/or sent via the

LIS. All critical results should be reported according to your laboratory policies; making sure to document person’s full name, date and time that results are given.
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Get involved and Invest in your future with AMT
American Medical Technologist gives its members and active role in shaping the
future of their profession.
American Medical Technologist and its members support activities which include;
Providing Scholarships-AMTIE will provide financial support to students to help them expand their
knowledge, skills and professional network, and it will assist students in disciplines certified by the
American Medical Technologists, through scholarships for tuition.
Increasing Laboratory Visibility- Allied Health are the hidden professionals in the healthcare profession, and it is time for that to change. American Medical Technologist supports public relations
and advertising campaigns designed specifically to tell your story - and the story of the health care
professional. American Medical Technologist is promoting the disciplines it certifies by ensuring
the work we do is well understood, recognized, and valued by your colleagues, government and
the public.
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Legislative Report 2018
Kathy Sutton, MT (AMT) & Felicia Williams, MT(AMT)
Felicia L. Williams and Kathy L. Sutton served as the Mississippi State Society’s
delegates for American Medical Technologist at the 2018 Legislative Symposium
in Washington, D.C. This year we were so excited to work with two other laboratory professionals in attendance from Mississippi; Rana Walley, PhD, MLS
(ASCP), President of MS American Society for Clinical Laboratory Scientists Society, Medical Laboratory Program Director Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College and Cindy Handley, PhD, MLS (ASCP), Assistant Teaching Professor and
Graduate Coordinator, Medical Laboratory Technology Program Director at the
University of Southern Mississippi and Government Liaison for the Committee on
Educational Programs and Initiatives.
One hundred and twenty two clinical laboratory professionals form 43 states
met March 19-20, 2018 for the 30th Annual Legislative Symposium. This annual
event was sponsored by professional organizations— the American Society for
Clinical Laboratory Sciences (ASCLS), Clinical Laboratory Management Association (CLMA), and the American Society for Clinical Pathologists (ASCP), American
Medical Technologists (AMT), National Society of Histology (NSH) and the Association of Genetic Technologists (AFT) and representatives from each of these
groups welcomed the attendees. It is amazing to see the clinical laboratory community, working as a coalition of six organizations speaking with one voice of
professionals to focus on two legislative or regulatory issues that are currently
impacting clinical laboratories: (1) Preserving Access to Medicare Act (PAMA)
recalculation of the Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule, and (2) the Clinical Laboratory Workforce.
Fixing PAMA must be a top legislative priority for Congress this year. PAMA cuts
are unsustainable and causing real harm to clinical laboratories and the Medicare beneficiaries they serve. The hardship will worsen as 10% cuts are scheduled for both 2019 and 2020 for the most commonly ordered laboratory services.
• Timely access to these lab services are essential to keeping Medicare beneficiaries healthy and out of the emergency room .
• Congress must make a legislative fix to the flawed PAMA system a top priority in 2018.

Felicia L. Williams, Sen. Roger Wicker, Kathy L. Sutton

The result of this bias in reporting will be a significant lowering of the Medicare
Fee Schedule as well as private payer rates to a level that the laboratory community fears will result in decreases in in-house testing, new technologies, funding
for raises and benefits, and subsequently more tests being sent to reference labs
and ultimately the loss of jobs and the bankruptcy of clinical laboratories.
The shortage of clinical laboratory personnel is a dire issue impacting clinical
laboratories. The demand for the services of clinical laboratory personnel is
growing, primarily due to the aging population, the aging of the laboratory workforce, and the expanded access to health care services provided by health care
reform. Long-term and persistent shortages of qualified professionals to fill many
clinical laboratory and other allied health positions are expected. Academic programs are unable to meet the current need of graduates each year, additional
budget cuts will lead to a crisis in the clinical laboratory workforce. Causing labs
to close or send work out to reference laboratories.
The presentations on Monday was very informative. Patrick Cooney, Mike
McCarty, and Matt Schultz’s provided an introductory overview of the Political
environment of the U.S. government and how things run at the Capitol Hill.

F. Williams, K. Sutton, Sen. R. Wicker,
C. Handley and R. Walley (l to r)

On March 20, 2018, at 6:30 the four Mississippi clinical laboratory professionals
rode the Washington D.C. Metro system to Capitol Hill to tell our senators and
representatives who we are, what we do, and to stress how critical our services
are to the health of the people we serve. The experience of advocating on behalf
of our profession is satisfying. The importance of advocating for the laboratory
profession and ultimately for our patients cannot be understated.
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HOLIDAY INN GULFPORT- AIRPORT

Gulfport, Mississippi

GULFPORT, MS

http://www.gulfport-ms.gov/photogallery.shtml

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/gulfport/gptcr/hoteldetail?
cm_mmc=YextLocal-_-HI-_-US-_-GPTCR

Gulfport, the second largest city in Mississippi after the state capital, Jackson. It is the larger of the two principal Gulfport-Biloxi, Mississippi Metropolitan Area. As of the 2010 census, the city of Gulfport had a total population
of 67,793. Gulfport is co-county seat with Biloxi of Harrison County, Mississippi. Gulfport is also home to the US Navy Atlantic Fleet Seabees.
This area was occupied by indigenous cultures for thousands of years, then
changed hands countless times over the centuries. With each new flag, a
new culture was infused. Not unlike a good gumbo. Gulfport was incorporated on July 28, 1898; founded by William H. Hardy who was president of
the Gulf and Ship Island Railroad that connected inland lumber mills to the
coast. In 1902, the Port of Gulfport became a working seaport. It now accounts for millions of dollars in annual sales and tax revenue for the state of
Mississippi.

MSSAMT FALL BUSINESS
MEETING
MAGNOLIA EDUCATIONAL TREASURES
Date: October 19-20, 2018
Time: TBD
Location:
9515 Highway 49,
Gulfport, Mississippi 39503

On August 29, 2005, Gulfport was hit by Hurricane Katrina. Much of the city
was flooded or destroyed in one day by the strong, hurricane-force winds.
Although Katrina's damage was far more widespread, it was not the fiercest
hurricane to hit Gulfport. Katrina, a category 3 storm was dwarfed by hurricane Camille, a category 5 storm, which hit Gulfport and surrounding communities August 17, 1969.
From its beginnings as a lumber port, Gulfport evolved into a diversified city.
With about 6.7 miles of white sand beaches along the Gulf of Mexico, Gulfport has become a tourism destination, due in large part to Mississippi's
Coast Casinos. Gulfport has served as host to popular cultural events such as
the "World's Largest Fishing Rodeo," "Cruisin' the Coast" (a week of classic
cars), and "Smokin' the Sound" (speedboat races). Gulfport is a thriving residential community with a strong mercantile center. There are historic neighborhoods and home sites, as well as diverse shopping opportunities and several motels scattered throughout to accommodate golfing, gambling, and
water-sport tourism.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulfport,_Mississippi
.
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Student Corner
One of the most important—and overlooked—aspects of education is having mentors who help you manage the
grind of daily program struggles and the challenges of a newly chosen profession. We’ve all been there. Mentors
may be formally "assigned," or they may informally walk into your life. Please meet AMT member Angela Dilworth,
MT(AMT) and Hinds Community College (Raymond, MS) Medical Laboratory Student Jessica Hill
Jessica Hill (Hinds CC Student)

Program: Medical Laboratory Technician Hometown: Clinton, MS

I really like The Medical Laboratory Technology Program is very interesting. I have a B.S. in Forensic Science from the Univ
of Southern MS, so I have always wanted to work in a lab and find the MLT program very interesting. After some encouragement from a friend that had completed the phlebotomy program, I was really excited and decided to give the MLT program a
try. At this time, I do not have a favorite area because I have enjoyed them all. This is my last semester, so I had an increased
workload at the beginning of the semester, but it has helped me to get ahead with program requirements and allowed more
time to study for my comprehensive examination.
Angela Dilworth BSMT(AMT) Dept: Microbiology College: Alcorn State University Hometown: Hattiesburg, MS
Words of Wisdom: Never be afraid to ask questions. Don’t shy away from things that you don’t know or understand. Embrace REPITITION! It can be the key to improving technique and remembering lab processes.

Picture compliments of Theresa M. Thomas

Angela Dilworth, BS(AMT)

Jessica Hill (MLT Student)

Turnaround Time for Laboratory Test

continued from page 6

Despite rapid improvements in sample delivery, processing and report dispatch as a result of technological advancements, TAT continues to be a
bone of contention between clinicians and laboratorians. We, as clinical biochemists feel disheartened by the demands for faster TAT’s without
any consideration for the procedural demands. It is also an uphill task for us to control extra laboratory factors that affect TAT adversely. We
need to adopt a pragmatic approach for reducing the hindrances for optimum TAT. The clinicians need to accept and recognize the inherent complexities of processing and give us the necessary breathing space.
References: STAT List of Tests and Result Reporting Turnaround Time by Bill R. Pettross, MD Director of FRHG Laboratories
Turn Around Time (TAT) as a Benchmark of Laboratory Performance by Binita Goswami, Bhawna Singh, Ranjna Chawia, V.K. Gupta and V. Malika
Urgent, STAT, Super STAT, ASAP! Achieveing timely lab testing for the Emergency Department by Nichole Korpi-Steiner, PhD, DABCC, FACB University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, NC
Identifying Causes of Laboratory Turnaround Time Delay in the Emergency Department by Mohammad Jalili MD, Keivan Shalileh MD, Ali Mojtahed MD, Mohammad
Mojtahed MD, and Maziar Moradi-Lakeh MD
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Student Corner
Student Scholarships Information
AMTIE awards one $2,500 and three $1,500 scholarships annually to individuals who have met the
following criteria:
•

Applicant must be a member in good standing with AMT.

•

Applicant must be enrolled in a college or university accredited by a regional accrediting commission. The program of study should be concerned with disciplines certified by AMT.

•

Applicant must provide evidence of financial need and career goals.

•

Applicant must file a completed application and all required information prior to April 1 to be
considered for the current year’s scholarship.

To Apply http://www.americanmedtech.org/Portals/0/PDF/AMTIE-About%20Us/AMTIE/Member%20Scholarship%203-14-fill%20form.pdf

The recipient of the current year’s scholarship will be announced at AMT's National Convention of American Medical Technologists held in
early to mid-summer.

Why Become a Student Member of American Medical Technology?
•

Student Membership is FREE for all those interested in pursuing AMT certification in one of the
allied health disciplines. Simply complete the application below and start taking advantage of the
many benefits student membership offers:

•

Online student forum: Network with your peers and gain access to valuable resources and information. Ensure that you are logged in as a student member in order to gain access.

•

Scholarships and other recognition opportunities: AMT offers several $500 scholarships and
sponsors the outstanding student and technical writing awards.

•

Student lapel pin: Wear it proudly.

•

Access to Career Connections: Search for a job in your allied health field and in your specified geographic area, as well as post your resume online and conduct job searches through AMT's Career Connection

•

Discounted registration at state and national meetings.

For More Information Call AMT: 847-823-5169
https://www.americanmedtech.org/Schools/StudentMembership.aspx
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