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Sunset on the River in Yorktown, Virginia
By Patty Harris
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********************
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings from Galax, VA!

The Spring 2019 Scientific Educational meeting was such a great success. The speakers were
outstanding. The Centura facility in Newport News was so nice and the staff was very helpful.
I could not appreciate more all the folks it took to bring together this meeting.
Now, it is time to look forward to the National meeting in Chicago July 1-5, 2019. There are
40 educational opportunities. Topics are categorized as follows: Laboratory, Medical
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Assisting, Leadership & Professional Development and Other Allied Health Professionals. If
you have not signed up for the meeting, you will want to do that soon. The early bird
registration that would have been sent to you from AMT home office ended May 1, but don’t
let that keep you from coming and having a great time. You can reach the registration with
the following link: https://www.americanmedtech.org/Be-Involved/AMT-Annual-Meeting.
In addition to a great educational week, a leadership conference will be held on Friday, July 5.
If you are in leadership for your state or if you would like to be, plan to attend this part of the
conference.
Chicago has so much to offer in addition to a great educational and business meeting,
shopping, museums, tours and many attractions could make this a great vacation destination
for a family or for anyone. Don’t miss this opportunity! Add a few days to your educational
week and enjoy the trip.
Virginia will shine this year at the annual meeting as two of our board members will be
receiving awards. Linda Jones Sotak, BS MT will receive the Becky Award and Nancy Barrow,
MT will receive the GEM award. The awards ceremony and dinner is always a very special
time to celebrate the people who put their heart into the society and it’s many works. Thank
you to both of these ladies for their many hours of service and congrats!!
The fall meeting will be held in the western part of Virginia, but is yet to be determined. After
the annual meeting, watch for information regarding the VASSAMT Fall meeting!

Anna Catron, MT (AMT) HEW
Galax, VA
*******************************

Anna Catron
By Patty Harris
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Linda Jones-Sotak Vice President VASSAMT and Anna Catron our President of VASSAMT
Picture by Kaye Tschop

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
Patty Harris, MT (AMT)

Picture by Patty Harris’ camera

VSSAMT has had an outstanding year. Our membership is growing and we are welcoming
many new members to our society. This spring we had our Spring Business and Board meeting
for VASSAMT in Newport News, Virginia. This is one of my favorite areas of Virginia because we
have the ocean nearby and the area is just full of history.
Our spring meeting was exceptional because we had wonderful educational
presentations. These sessions were as good as any offered on the National level. I would like to
encourage our members to take advantage of these chances to get their continuing education
requirements.
Just around the corner is our National Convention in Chicago. This year along with the
usual AMT activities we will have a chance to view the 4th of July fireworks from our hotel in
Chicago.
One important item I would like to share is that AMT will no longer enter your continuing
educations units for AMTRAX. Each member must enter their own units throughout the CCP
period. It is especially important if you get audited. Membership cards will only be mailed if you
pay a $5.00 fee. Of course you can always print you current membership card from the website.
We will all want to wish AMT a happy 80th birthday. AMT continues to grow every year
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and in my opinion is the best nationally certification agency for allied health professionals
because AMT is made up by the members and for the members.
I am only a phone call away at 336-657-1770 or email pattyharris@skybest.com if I am
needed.

Patty Harris, VSSAMT Editor at work
Picture by Patty’s Camera

*************************
Spring 2019 Southern District Councillor’s Message

Picture from Kaye Tschop
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Spring is just around the corner! Time to get busy and write my spring Councillor Message.
The 81st AMT Educational Program and National Meeting will be held at the Chicago Hilton
Hotel 720 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, IL 60605 July 1-5, 2019. Special discounted AMT hotel
rates: Single or double occupancy $129.00 + tax; Rooms with two double beds and two
bathrooms $159.00 + tax. Rates apply from June 27-July 7. Once the room block fills, the
guaranteed room rate is gone so make your reservations now. Use the hotel link on the AMT
website or phone the hotel directly at 877-865-5320 and reference group code ANC.
Registration for the Chicago meeting is now available online. AMT has a special low early bird
rate of $ 295 for the full package for all members. Registration will jump up to $ 495 after
May 1 so register now so you do not miss out on saving $ 200. You can also register for one
day only registrations this year. There will be no extensions to the May 1 deadline for early
bird registration. The preliminary program will be available on the website by April 1st.
This year AMT will present a Leadership Program all day Friday July 5th. It is open to all state
society officers, board of directors and anyone interested in becoming an officer or board
member. It is a great refresher program too.
The 82nd AMT Educational Program and National Meeting will be held in the western district.
Location and hotel to be announced once the contract is signed. Stay tuned for more
information.
Please attend your state society meetings. Consider having joint meetings with other AMT
state societies. They are an excellent source of continuing education, an opportunity to share
your knowledge with your AMT family and to keep abreast of current AMT information. Come
join us!
Make sure you enter your continuing education in AMTrax. It is a great way to keep track of
all your continuing education. Remember 10% of members in their three-year CCP cycle are
randomly selected for audit. Having all your continuing education in AMTrax makes your
audit so much easier.
I would like to congratulate all national award and publication winners. This is a special time
for me to say how very proud of you and to thank you for all your hard work!
I would like to say thank you to each of you for your dedication to AMT throughout the year
and making the Southern District shine. Each of you truly are the “Pride of the Profession”. I
look forward to seeing each of you at your state meeting this year and the national meeting in
Chicago.
If you have any questions or concerns. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
k9kid@bellsouth.net or phone me at (h) 615-833-3427 or (c) 615-424-0550
AMT is the choice for allied health professional certification.
Respectfully submitted,
Kaye A. Tschop, MT (AMT)
AMT Southern District Councillor
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Kaye is always smiling and ready to help AMT.
Picture used with permission of Kaye Tschop

*******************
Legislative Message
By Patty Harris, MT (AMT)

***********************
Shortage of MT’S and MLT’s
A Management Article
By Patty Harris, MT (AMT)

AMT and other laboratory agencies have predicted a shortage of laboratory workers for years but
this issue is becoming even more critical as the population is aging and the average age of laboratory
workers is also aging. The increasing lifespan of our population is causing more elderly citizens and this
aged population often has more hospital visits and laboratory tests because of increasing health issues
as they age.
Many MT and MLT schools have closed and this is also contributing to the increasing shortage
of qualified techs to work in the field. Many hospitals are having problems with reimbursement from
insurances and Medicare and this contributes toward the problem because many medical
professionals feel like they are underpaid and they seek positions outside the hospital setting.
There are many problems contributing to the shortage of qualified laboratory professional and
no good solutions seem to be coming anytime soon.

VASSAMT IS 60 YEARS OLD
This year the Virginia State Society of American Medical Technologists celebrates their 60th birthday.
In honor of this milestone the members of the society attending the Spring VASSAMT meeting
celebrated with cakes. Virginia’s history is full of National and State leaders that have proven their
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dedication to the AMT society on all levels. Our celebration was in remembrance or past
outstanding professionals. Refreshments for our meeting was a beautiful birthday cake made by
Nancy Barrow.

By Patty Harris

*************************

VASSAMT SPRING SCIENTIFIC EDUCATIONAL MEETING 2019
March 23rd, 2019
VASSAMT was proud to have our spring meeting in beautiful Newport News at Centura
College. We offered educational sessions that were just as good as any we have on the National
level. We are especially proud of our attendance because we had some new members joining us.
We had our business and board meetings and we would like to encourage members to join us for
our next meeting in the fall.

Centura College hosted our spring meeting
By Patty Harris
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VASSAMT officers Nancy Barrow(Secretary), Linda Jones-Sotak(Vice President), Kaye
Tschop(Southern Councillor) , and Anna Catron (President)By Patty Harris

Attendees at Spring Meeting
By Patty Harris

******************************************
Dates to Remember
VASSAMT Fall meeting is being planned now. The western part of the state is being considered and we will
know soon.

Annual Meeting 2019 Chicago, IL
Educational Program and National Meeting
July 1-5, 2019
Chicago Hilton Hotel
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720 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60605

Annual Meeting 2020 is in Albuquerque, New Mexico
Educational Program and National Meeting
July 12-18, 2020

Meeting will be at:
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque
Tijeras Ave, NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Arlington National Cemetery in the spring.
By Patty Harris
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