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President’s Message
A word from your President…..
What a great spring meeting we had!! Our spring scientific and business meeting was held on Saturday, April 13 th
at the North Central Advanced Technical Center (Pierpont Technical College) in Fairmont. Our speaker lineup
was awesome, with topics covering ECGs, Transfusion Reactions, Mitral Valve Replacements with a Clinical Trial
Device, Ethical Issues with Accessibility to Rural Healthcare, and Legislative Issues affecting the Clinical Laboratory. I received several comments on the quality of the sessions this year. If you weren’t able to make it this year,
plan NOW to attend next year’s meeting – you won’t be disappointed!
The AMT National Convention will be held July 1-5, 2019 at the Hilton Chicago, Chicago, IL. Room rates are $129
+ tax single/double occupancy. If you are planning to attend AND have attended a WVSSAMT business meeting
in the past year, contact me at wvssamt@gmail.com to serve as a delegate to the AMT National Business meeting. The AMT National Convention offers educational sessions for laboratory personnel, medical assistants, and
other allied health professionals, so there is something for everyone. The networking and comradery is second to
none, and you will meet people from all over the United States and Caribbean who face the same challenges as
you in your workplace. If you haven’t attended a National Convention with AMT, make THIS year YOUR year to
attend!
Wishing everyone a nice summer – thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President.
Sincerely,
Janet Crigler, MT(AMT)
WVSSAMT President
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Eastern District Councilor’s Message
Warm greetings to Everyone.
Congratulations, Diane Powell, Director (AMT). She has retired after completing 23 years as an AMT
staff overseeing publications and annual meetings.
Salutations to the Officers of the AMT Board of Directors:
President: Jeannette Hobson, RMA, RPT, CMAS, AHI
Vice President: Christopher Seay, MT
Secretary: Deborah Westervelt, RMA, COLT
Treasurer: Ken Hawker, MT
For meeting updates, click onto the AMT website and check the State Society website, newsletter or email
blasts announcements. Members enter onto your digital calendar the date, time, and place of the State Society Meetings and the AMT Convention.
Attend and participate in your state society meetings. Learn about your state officers, board members, and
the various committees. At the AMT convention participate in the committees, attend various events, and
meet follow members. The educational programs offer a selection of topics to earn continue education
points to maintain certification. The meetings offer an opportunity to network with the best and brightest
allied health professionals.
The 81st AMT Educational Program and National Meeting, July 1- 5, 2019 in Chicago, IL; the “Windy
City", at the Chicago Hilton Hotel. A preliminary educational program will be available April. The May
1stearly bird registration and the link for the hotel reservation is available on the AMT website. This year, I
wonder who takes home the state society gift basket or gift card at the AMT Welcome Party raffle drawing!
State Society Delegate should be a member in good standing, is up to date in renewal dues, and if required
to; has completed the CCP requirements. Remember to record continued education points using AMTrax
on the website. Be ready for that possible surprise Audit.
A full day Leadership Training will be included in the AMT Educational Program for Friday. All members are invited to attend. Although CE points will not be granted, the sessions will be an enjoyable learning experience with power point presentations and games. However, only the delegate members attending
the leadership training sessions will receive reimbursement for the Friday.
In 2020 the 82nd AMT Educational Program and National Meeting will be held at Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Step up and be involved, attend the state society meetings and the AMT Convention.
Best regards,
Ivette Rivera, RMA. AHI. RPT (AMT)
Eastern District Councillor
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Editor’s Message
Spring I have missed you!!
It wasn’t a bad winter, but
to see the trees green up
and to smell the blossoms
is something I wait for. I
haven't seen many of you
for a while, but to hope to
hear from you. If any of
you have anything that you
would like to add to the
fall newsletter, contact me
by email. Hope everyone
has a great summer. See
you in the fall.
Lisa
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Delegate’s Report
I was honored to attend the 80th Educational Program and Meeting of the American Medical Technologists in
Washington, DC on July 1-5, 2018. As a WV state delegate, I would like to report all the activities available at
our national meeting. The meeting was at the Hyatt Regency located on Capitol Hill. This was a perfect location to enjoy the meeting during the celebration of our nations July Fourth Holiday!
The educational sessions included both general and discipline specific topics. The opening keynote address
was “Igniting a Positive Workplace” by recognized speaker and author Tami Evans. The information on creating and maintaining a light, positive work atmosphere was well received and the audience learned a dance to
use for our Club AMT party later that evening. This fun session was an energizing way to start our busy day of
educational sessions. I selected microbiology topics for most of my remaining sessions because I teach in that
discipline. However, there were several interesting topics in hematology, blood banking and chemistry. With
the microbiology topics there was a focus on parasitology and virology this year, for example: nematodes,
cestodes, rabies and influenza. The session on laboratory testing for acute and chronic heart disease was full of
useful information on new methodologies for cardiac markers and improvements in medications for congestive
heart failure. Attending the national meeting is an easy way to obtain continuing education credits.
During last year’s national meeting, I was selected to the Scientific/ Speakers Committee. The Committee
Chair, Marty Hinkle, requested each member to submit topics that could be used for next year’s national meeting. I had submitted my list and then attended the committee meeting during Tuesday’s AMT Committee
Meeting time. Our committee had lengthy discussions on submitted topics and made progress on ideas for
more workshops for next year. The group’s goal is to develop more workshops with “hands-on” activities. We
also want to create a workshop with a mixed discipline group approach.With this approach, each participant
would work in a group with other types of professionals through a learning session.
Delegates also get to participate in all business meetings, district meetings, town hall sessions, and board elections. The Resolution Presentations allow delegates to ask questions about proposed resolutions and decide if
the resolutions will go to the Board of Directors for further consideration. Of the three resolutions presented,
only two
had the majority needed to go on to the board. Both resolutions focused on the expansion of AHI creIt is with a heavy heart that I inform you that Randy Spragg, passed away Saturday March 3, 2018. As
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mont General Hospital and worked with many of us, and we will miss his infectious laugh and ornery grin.
Beyond the educational sessions and business meetings, AMT provides many engaging social
activities. There
Janet Crigler
was an opening day Wine and Cheese reception, Club AMT (dance), an Awards Banquet and AMT President
Sweet Suite Dessert Reception. The nation’s capital also included the free museums, patriotic parade, concerts
and fireworks. The national meeting provides a time to network with other healthcare professionals and enjoy
a collaborative exchange of information. I also participated in the annual fundraising walk for the American
Kidney Fund through the Nation’s Capital!
I had a fantastic time in Washington, D.C. and hope more WVSSAMT members will consider attending the
2019 meeting in Chicago as state delegates!
Melissa White, MA, MT (AMT), AHI (AMT)
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Advertising Rates

Checks must be made out to WVSSAMT. Proceeds from advertising are used to publish the Mountaineer Med Line.
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Business Card

$20/year



1/4 page

$40/year



1/2 page

$80/year



Full page

$100/year

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Lisa Turner, MT, Editor
485 Pricketts Creek Road
Fairmont, WV 26554
Cell phone: 304-365-3312
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This Spring meeting, registration was waived if a donation was submitted to the
AMT Scholarship. Speakers were as follows:
9:00AM “Electrocardiogram (ECG) Basics”, Hollie McDaniel-Brown, MS, RRT,
Director of Clinical Education Respiratory Program, Pierpont Community and
Technical College
10:00AM “Recognition and Evaluation of Suspected Transfusion Reactions”,
Erika Rush, MLS(ASCP), SBB, Assistant Professor, Pierpont Community and
Technical College
11:00AM ““Mitral Valve Replacement (MVR) with a Clinical Trial Device”, Melissa
Crigler, RN, BSN, Clinical Research Specialist, West Virginia University Hospital
12:00PM Luncheon: Baked chicken breast, Lasagna, Italian salad, Green
beans, Dinner rolls, Assorted cream pies
1:00PM “Accessibility to Rural Healthcare Through the Lens of Africa”, Michael
Paul Waide, MT(AMT, AAB), AHI(AMT), WVSSAMT Board Member, Provost,
Pierpont Community and Technical College
2:00PM “Legislative Issues Affecting Laboratories in 2019”, Kimberly Cheuvront,
PhD, MT(ASCP, AMT), AMT Judiciary Councillor and WVSSAMT Secretary,
Quality Coordinator Perioperative Services, West Virginia University Hospital
3:00 PM Business Meeting Please bring your membership cards as we will be
voting on delegates to the national convention in Chicago, IL.
WVSSAMT has created a scholarship to support students in high demand health career
programs and also encourage AMT as their certification choice. The scholarship is for a
West Virginia student of any AMT discipline of study (MT, MLT, RPT, CMLA, RMA, RDA
and CMAS) for $300. Plus the cost of an AMT Certification exam will be reimbursed to
the scholarship winner when the exam is taken within 6 months of graduation and documentation is provided to the scholarship committee. All applicants must be enrolled in a
West Virginia program and be in the last year (term) of the professional phase of their
respective programs.
WVSSAMT Scholarship committee will contact WV program directors in August
with application information. The deadline for completed applications is October
1st and the recipient of the current year’s scholarship will be announced by November 1st and listed in the WVSSAMT fall newsletter.
Donations are still being accepted for the scholarship. Contact Janet Crigler,
President at wvssamt@gmail.com if you would like to contribute.

